
Family Picnic: 
     Once again the Annual Parker-Chase 
Picnic was a COLOSSAL success!  This 
year we had an extra special treat—
Becky Peugh (Patrick’s mom) had Sub-
way® Restaurant  sandwiches, chips, 
and cookies waiting for us at the park!  
They were so tasty and made “picnicking” 
super easy!  All that families and teach-
ers had to do was  show up, throw 
down a blanket or grab a picnic ta-
ble, and dinner was ready.  The 
evening went off without a hitch!  
I know that all who attended will 
agree that the Annual Picnic is 
one of the favorite yearly events.  
Having families and teachers picnic 
together on a beautiful Spring 
evening provides everyone the per-
fect opportunity to make new friends 
and catch up with old ones!   
 

Cookie Dough Fundraiser: 
     You did it again...we had an excellent 
response to our Cookie Dough Fundrais-
er!  We raised $567 for our “Christmas 
in July” fund.  We truly appreciate your 
participating in the fundraiser and know 
that you will enjoy baking the delicious 
cookies for your Summer events.    
 

PCPO Board Position Oppor-
tunities: 
     PCPO does not meet dur-
ing the Summer.  Please look 
for the organization to re-
group in August in anticipa-
tion of another busy year.  
There will be plenty of op-

portunities for new families 
to get involved.  We look forward to 
your fresh ideas and new energy.   
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Mark Your 
Calendars 
July 1—Ms. Yvette’s 

Birthday (Toddler 1)   

July 4—Closed for 
the Fourth of July 

July 5—Ms. Liz’s 
Birthday (Middle Pre) 

July 11—Ms. Hayley’s 
Birthday (Middle Pre) 

July 14—Ms. Hayley’s 
1-Year Anniversary 
(Middle Pre) 

July 14—Ms. Michelle 
8-Year Anniversary 
(Middle Pre) 

 

 

The Magic of Everyday Moments  
      If you are like most parents today, 
your greatest challenge is probably car-
ing for your child while also taking care 
of yourself and your responsibilities.  
The competing demands on your time and 
energy make finding the time to connect 
with your child no small challenge.  But 
daily activities, such as getting dressed 
and doing household chores and errands 
don’t need to take time away from bond-
ing with and enjoying your child.  In fact, 
these everyday moments are rich oppor-

tunities to encourage your child’s devel-
opment by building her/his:  self-
confidence, social, communication and 
thinking skills; and her/his capacity for 
self-control.  Most of all you build their 
desire to learn about their world.  It’s 
the special interplay between parent 
and child that makes everyday mo-
ments so meaningful.  The potential is 
limitless.  The starting point is you. 
     The following is a chart that de-

(Continued on page 2) 
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scribes what children are learning and what you can do to support the development of these new skills.   
(Continued from page 1) 

What to Expect Between 
24 and 36 Months: 

What You Can Do: 

Let me try...Your toddler is becoming capable of doing 
more and more things by himself. 

 Provide opportunities for him to do some things on 
his own—get dressed, brush his teeth, even use the 
potty and wash his hands. 

 Have him use his skills to help around the house—
putting away clothes, setting the table, or pull 
weeds out of the flower bed.  This will help him feel 
important. 

I’m unique...Your child is beginning to notice similarities 
and differences among people. 

 Help your child understand and appreciate his own 
culture and background, as well as those of others.  
Talk respectfully about others who are different 
from you. 

 Expect some embarrassing moments when your child 
comments on a difference he notices.  Use them as 
opportunities to explain, without judgment, that 
people are different in many ways—size, skin color, 
style of dress, etc. 

I’m scared!  Your toddler’s imagination is blossoming, 
but he is often not sure about the difference between 
reality and fantasy.  This may lead to new fears. 

 Help him talk about his fears.  Putting feelings into 
words can help him understand and feel in control of 
them.  Knowing how he feels will also help you pro-
vide the assurance he needs. 

 Never belittle your child or his fears.  This may lead 
to increased fearfulness. 

Oh Brother!! Or Sister!  If your toddler was an only 
child, a new sibling might be on the way or is already in 
the picture.  This is a wonderful gift, but can also bring 
some challenges. 

 Prepare your child with books about a new baby and 
having siblings. 

 Let her help you care for the baby. 
 Make special time for each of your children. 

Batteries not in included (or necessary!)  You may be 
tempted to buy specialized toys, games, or videos, espe-
cially those that claim to make your baby smarter. 

 Choose toys that encourage imagination and that will 
“grow” with your child like books, play food, dolls, 
toy animals, and crayons. 

 Resist the urge to buy based on product claims. 
 Remember—you are her favorite toy! 

Now You’re Talkin’...After waiting all this time for your 
child to talk, you may wonder when he or she will ever 
stop.  She now uses longer sentences—and talks any-
time, anywhere. 

 Keep the conversation going.  Talk about what you 
are doing together.  Ask her about her thoughts and 
ideas.  “What part did you like in the book?” “Why 
do you think the bear was sad?” 

 Read books, sing songs, and play rhyming games with 
real and nonsense words.  This helps develop lan-
guage skills. 



Parker-Chase Newsletter Page 3 

     Sign-up sheets for PCPO Board 
positions go up on each classroom’s 
bulletin board at the end of the 
summer.  Consider getting involved 
as either an officer, a committee 
chairman or committee member, or 
as a Homeroom Parent.   
 

Board positions are: 
President 

Vice-President 
Secretary 

Homeroom Parents 
 

Committee positions are: 
Fall Carnival 

Teacher Appreciation 
Annual Family Picnic 
Thanksgiving Feast 
Parent Education 

Fundraising 

Book Fair 
Holiday Community 

           Service Project 
Homeroom Parent Coordinator 

Communication/Newsletter 
 

As you consider a position, feel 
free to check with Ms. Sherry or 
Ms. Eilene if you have any ques-
tions about time commitment re-
quirements or responsibilities of 
the job.  They will get you that 
information or put you 
in touch with past of-
ficers and committee 
members who have held 
those positions.   
 
Christmas in July: 
     Teacher Work Day this year 
is on Friday, August 24.  On that 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday all 

of the classrooms will be thor-
oughly cleaned and totally redeco-
rated.  Thanks to all of your fund-
raising efforts this year, each 
classroom will be given money from 
the “Christmas in July” fund to be 
used by the teachers to buy any-
thing they need for their class-
rooms.  They use the money to buy 
new manipulatives, math and sci-
ence items, toys, games, software, 
books, etc.    The week before 

Teacher Work Day they 
will start piling their 
purchases in the Kiva—
ready to put them out 
after all of the clean-
up has been accom-
plished.  I know that 

your children will be as excited as 
the teachers are about all of their 
new “stuff”.   
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What to Expect Between 
24 and 36 Months: 

What You Can Do: 

Catch Me If You Can...Your child can do a lot with his 
body: run, jump, climb, spin, and now even play on riding 
toys and tricycles. 

 Limit T.V. time and head outside.  Take hikes, walk 
to the playground, or throw the ball. 

 Talk about up, down, over, under, high, and low as 
you play.  Go up and down the slide, climb over and 
under the jungle gym. 

Why?  “Why” may become one of her favorite new 
words because your curious toddler is learning about 
the logical connections between things.  She begins to 
understand, “If I write with crayon on the walls, mommy 
take the crayon away!”   

 When your child asks, “Why?” ask her for her ideas 
before you answer.  This builds her thinking skills.  
It also helps you know how much information she 
needs.  A simple response might be all that is neces-
sary. 

 Be patient with the many questions that come.  Un-
derstanding the “why” of things is a big leap in your 
child’s thinking.    

The Magic of Everyday Moments  
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What a Small World! 
This month we’re showcasing books 
that highlight cultural diversity! 
 
 

I Lost My Tooth in Africa 
By Penda Diakite  
Illustrated by: Baba 
       Wague Diakite 
Ages: 4-8 Years 
 
More than anything, 
Amina wants to lose her 
loose tooth while visiting 

her family in Mali, West Africa.  Only then can she 
put it under a gourd for the African tooth fairy, 
who will exchange it for two chickens!  Happily this 
happens, and even better, the chickens lay eggs.  
But will the eggs hatch before it's time to return 
home to America?   In  this fresh, spontaneous 
story that is infused with close family warmth, 
Penda June Diakite joins forces with her award-
winning author/artist father to give a charming 
peek at everyday life in Mali. 
 
 

Hush! A Thai 
Lullaby 
By Minfong Ho 
Illustrated by: Holly Meade 
Ages: 3-6 Years 

A mother shushes all the 
creatures, from a tiny mos-
quito to a huge elephant, in 
and around her thatch-

roofed  house  so  that  her  baby can sleep….  
However, sharp-eyed readers will notice that each 
time the mothers’ back is turned, the child climbs 
out of the hammock to play…A sure winner! 

 

Disney’s It’s a 
Small World: 
Furry Friends 
By Brooke Dworkin  
Illustrated by: Nancy  
     Kubo  
Ages: 1-5 Years 

This adorable touch-and-feel book takes readers 
around the world in 16 sturdy board pages. It fea-
tures characters from a number of different coun-
tries, along with their animal friends.  Little ones 
will love petting a fuzzy polar bear and feeling a 
koala's soft "fur."  The book includes brand-new 
artwork inspired by Mary Blair's original art for 
the Disney theme park attraction, "It's a Small 
World." 

 

If You Lived 
Here: Houses 
of the World 
by Giles Laroche  
Ages: 6-9 Years 

If you lived in the moun-
tains of southern Spain, 

your bedroom might be carved out of a mountain.  
If you lived in a village in South Africa, the outside 
of your house might tell the secret story of your 
family.  And if you lived in a floating green house in 
the Netherlands, you could rotate your house to 
watch both the sunrise and sunset. 

With intricate bas-relief collages, Giles Laroche 
uncovers the reason why each home was construct-
ed the way that it was, then lets us imagine what it 
would be like to live in homes so different from 
our own.   
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Teacher Work Day 
***** 

Friday, August 24th 

**** 
Mark your calendars now—we are closed 

Friday, August 24.   We use that three-

day weekend to prepare all of the 

classrooms for our new school year.   

Thank you for your support of this 

important day for our school! 
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BIG THANK YOU 
to the PCPO Board 

of 2011-2012! 
 

Ms. Sherry, Ms. Gail and all the  teachers want to 

THANK YOU 
for the 

OUTSTANDING 
job done this year by our Parent Board!!  
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